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RIOT ALARMS LA Gi{-z{h
!

THREE HUNDRED RAILROADERS
FIGHT AT A CROSSING. °

Chicago, Hammond and Western Men
Raid Work of the New Nuburban
Electric Comapany — Battle Royal
Follovws, the Weapons Including
Btones, Hammers, and Shovels—Cut
Heads and Bruised Faces Numerons
—Fonr Arrested.

Three hundred rallway workmen fought
turiously ata La Grange crosing yesterday
at noon, alarming the community and tax-
ing the law’s authority to its utmost. The
combatants were employés, respectively, of
the new Buburban Electrio rajilway and the
(hicago, Hammond and Western road. 1ne
scene of the conflict wase tn Hill Grove ave-
nue, east of the Burlington depot. Cut heads
and disfigured countenances Were numercus
before the riot was quelled.

The following Chicago, Hemmond and
Western men wers arrested and locked up:

W. R. Banborn, Assistant Buperintendent.

John Crotty, flreman.

Bdward Hefger, fireman.

Thomas Nolan, fireman.

Later in the day the prisoners, who were
charged with riot, were taken before Jus-
tice E. R. McClellund, and Buperintendent
J. B. Cox of the raflroad signed their bonds
of 2100 each, for a hearing. .

The arrests did not wholly allay the tu-
mult, and algns of further trouble were
so plentitul that the vlllage marshal did
not see At to take the word of the Buper-
{ntendents of sach road that thers would
be no more fighting.

Marshal Rau and President Werno of the :
Village board swore in all the members
of the fire department aa deputies, and ar-
rangementa were made to turn on-the hose
n case of & second riot.

Cause of the Troublse.

The rivalry And {11 feeling between the
roads have not been hidden for gome time.
A fcw squares east of the depot on Hill
(irove avenus both roads have had their
eyes upon a crossing, and the preémptlon
of this by the Suburban Electric on Batur-
day night led to the riot.

Late Saturday evening the officials of the
Suburban Hleotrio road quistly gathered
20U men in Hill Grove avenue and by day-
light yesterday morning a spur 200 yards
in length had been lald leading toward the
village limits. .

The Suburdban Hleotric franchise in this
direction leade only to the village limits,
and when the Chicago, Hammond and
\Western people saw yesterday morning
what had been done it was concluded at
once that the only object of the Buburban
Electric was to shut them out.

Bad feeling had been engendered by re-
cent condemnation proceedings in the
County Court in which the Chicego, Ham-
mond and Western officlals got the better
of their rivals.

The former road, after refusing to buya
right of way from the Buburban at $8,000,
was able to condemn the strip in court for .
$7,000-a clean gain of $2,000 over the Su- |
turban price—and 8o the Hammeond road
officers decided without delay to undo the
Buburban’'s work,

Descend on the New Work.

At noon yesterday 200 Hammond men

were sent to the new spur, and while the
Suburban people were reassembling thelr
torces they .made short work of the new
track.
" They had ecarcely done this when the
Suburban employés came running to the
place. The men rushad together and the
fight was on. Clods and stones were the
principal weapons used, but iron spikes,
hummers, and shovels wers not Infrequent-
ly brofught into play.

.y,.'N. Cooper of the Buburban Bleotric
811 F'. W. Bescroft foresaw possible fatal-
tias and summoned Marshal Rau and Pres-
ident Werno of the Village board. These
officials, with citizens of the village, pushed
thelr way between the rioters.

. In alull thus byfught about the principals.

“In the Hammoriidarty wers placed under:
errest, and then Marshal Rau was able
to contrel the two bodies of laborers.

No Suburban men were arrested, and after

- the marshal had mounted guard over the
ismantied spur with his newly made dep-
uties both sides fell back and confined them-
nelves to threats.

Excitement pervaded the viclnity during
the afternoon, however, and the officlals
continued apprehensive, as each slde kept
men in the vicinity during the afternoon
and evening.
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